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Technical paper on illicit 
drug manufacturing 
equipment and article 13 
of the 1988 Convention 

 
What is it? 
Technical paper published on a recurring basis 

 
Who is it for? 
Regulatory authorities, law enforcement and other 

national authorities concerned with equipment- 

related matters, international organizations and 

general public 

 
When and why use it? 
It provides a situation analysis related to 

equipment used in the illicit manufacture of drugs 

and the implementation of article 13. It contains 

information about the regulatory framework 

provided by the 1988 Convention and relevant 

resolutions, action taken by Governments and 

INCB and an analysis of major trends and 

developments. It also includes conclusions and 

recommendations to Governments aimed at 

increasing the operational use of article 13 of the 

1988 Convention. 

 
How/where to access it? 
Available on this link. 

All official UN language versions available on this 

link. 

  CONTENTS OF THE TECHNICAL PAPER: OVERVIEW  

 
 
 
 

Equipment and the provisions of the 1988 
Convention and relevant resolutions 

 
 
 
 
 

Action taken by Governments and INCB 

• Legislation, monitoring and control measures 

• Enhancing knowledge on trends in equipment used for illicit 

purposes and on action by Governments 

• Development of guidance and awareness-raising materials 

• Development of operational tools 

• International cooperation and other international initiatives 

 
Major equipment trends and developments 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Conclusions and recommendations 
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https://www.incb.org/documents/PRECURSORS/Illicit_Drug_Manufacturing_Equipment/Technical_paper_Equipment_13_E.pdf
https://www.incb.org/incb/en/precursors/materials-and-equipment.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What is it? 

Guidelines to prevent 
and investigate the 
diversion of materials 
and equipment 
essential for illicit drug 
manufacture 

  AREAS COVERED IN THE GUIDELINES  

Practical guidance document 

 
Who is it for? 
Regulatory authorities, law enforcement and 

other national authorities in need of addressing 

the diversion or misuse of equipment 

 
When and why use it? 
The guidelines may assist Governments in 

increasing the operational use of article 13 of 

the 1988 Convention by taking appropriate 

measures to prevent and investigate the 

diversion of equipment for use in the illicit 

manufacture of drugs. The document contains 

measures and approaches, ranging from 

sensitizing the industry and voluntary initiatives 

to establishing more comprehensive regulatory 

systems. 

 
How and where to access it? 
Available in all official UN languages on the 

INCB secure portal or on request for use by 

national authorities. 
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Approaches to control, 
regulate, monitor or 

prevent equipment from 
being used in illicit drug 

manufacture 

01 
Overview of the 
use and sourcing 

of equipment used 
in clandestine 
laboratories 

02 

How to identify 
potential 

suspicious 
transactions 

STEP BY STEP 

PROCESS 

How to conduct 
a preliminary 
assessment/ 

mapping of the 
national industry 

landscape 

05 03 

How to investigate 
and prevent criminal 
activities related to 

equipment 04 

How to define the 
scope of controls 

https://www.incb.org/incb/en/precursors/cna.html


 

Awareness-raising and 
   guidance document for 

policy makers on illicit 
drug manufacturing 
equipment and article 13 

  CONTENTS OF THE GUIDANCE DOCUMENT  

What is it? 
Awareness raising and guidance document 

 
Who is it for? 
Regulatory authorities, law enforcement, other 

national authorities and policy makers concerned 

with equipment-related matters, international 

organizations and general public 

 
When and why use it? 
The document provides various options, 

measures, approaches and tools to guide 

international policy efforts and action aimed 

at preventing the diversion of equipment 

essential for illicit drug manufacture, enhancing 

the operational use of article 13 of the 1988 

Convention, and cooperating to that end. It is an 

important resource for Governments seeking to 

implement tried and feasible practices that would 

fit into their national circumstances and within the 

framework of their domestic legislation. 

 
How and where to access it? 
Available on this link.  

All official UN language versions available on this link.

1. Exchange of intelligence and 

actionable information and tools 

2. Need for specialized training 

Application of article13 in 

conjunction with article 3 

of the 1988 Convention 

OPTIONS FOR 
INTERNATIONAL 
COOPERATION 

OPTIONS AT THE 
INTERNATIONAL 

LEVEL 

OPTIONS AT THE 
NATIONAL LEVEL 

1. Voluntary cooperation with the private sector (PPP) 

2. Regulation of domestic and/or international trade in equipment 

3. International monitoring list of equipment used in the illicit 

manufacture of drugs (IMLE) 

4. Harmonized System (HS) classification 

5. Examples of approaches at the national level 

Back to first page 

https://www.unodc.org/documents/commissions/CND/CND_Sessions/CND_65/CRPs/ECN72022_CRP8_reissued_202201334.pdf
https://www.incb.org/incb/en/precursors/materials-and-equipment.html


 

The International 
Monitoring List of 
Equipment used in the 
illicit manufacture of 

  CONTENTS OF IMLE  
 

List of equipment 
List and descriptions of equipment 
of international relevance frequently 

 

What is it? 

drugs (IMLE) 01 used in illicit drug manufacture 

List of illicit drug manufacturing equipment of 

concern 

 
Who is it for? 
Regulatory authorities, law enforcement and 

other national authorities concerned with 

equipment-related matters, industry concerned 

 
When and why use it? 
The international monitoring list of equipment 

(IMLE) includes certain items of equipment 

of international relevance and for which 

substantial evidence exists of their use in the 

illicit manufacture of narcotic drugs, psychotropic 

substances, new psychoactive substances and 

precursors. Released in 2022, IMLE is a living 

document and will be regularly updated based 

on trends related to equipment used in illicit drug 

manufacture. 

 

How and where to access it? 
Available on the INCB secure portal or on 

request for use by national authorities. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CONTENTS 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
04 

 
02 

Provisions of the 1988 Convention 
Applicable provisions of the 1988 

Convention related to equipment 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Resolutions 

03 Resolutions of the Commission 

on Narcotic Drugs, Economic 

and Social Council and General 

Assembly relevant to the 

implementation by Governments of 

article 13 of the 1988 Convention 

 
Useful links and resources 
Links to other equipment related resources and applicable 

Harmonized System (HS) codes for selected equipment used 

in the illicit manufacture of drugs 

Back to first page 

https://www.incb.org/incb/en/precursors/cna.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

What is it? 

Repository 
of national 
approaches 

  EXAMPLES OF NATIONAL  APPROACHES  

 
 

  AUSTRALIA  

Prohibition of importation of tablet presses 

without permission 
Examples of national approaches on the 

implementation of article 13 of the 1988 Convention 

 
Who is it for? 
Regulatory authorities, law enforcement and other 

national authorities concerned with equipment-related 

matters, general public 

 
 

CANADA 

Prior registration of imports relating to 

pill presses or encapsulators required 

 

When and why use it? 
As in the case of monitoring of chemicals and 

considering their wide legitimate uses, Governments 

face similar challenges when it comes to finding 

a balanced approach to prevent the diversion of 

equipment into illicit channels while ensuring its 

availability for legitimate purposes. Circumstances 

and needs regarding controls vary from country to 

country. The repository contains existing national 

approaches in relation to the implementation of article 

13 of the 1988 Convention and provides sources for 

additional information. The list is not exhaustive and 

is being updated as additional information is made 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
USA 

GERMANY 

A long-standing voluntary 

cooperation between the competent 

authority and the private industry 

 

 
MEXICO 

Federal law regulating equipment for 

processing solid, semi-solid or liquid materials 

into capsules or tablets 

available to INCB. 

 
How/where to access it? 
Available on the INCB website by clicking on this link. 

Federal reporting requirement for buying, selling 

and distribution of pill presses or encapsulating 

machines 
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https://www.incb.org/incb/en/precursors/materials-and-equipment.html


 

  OVERVIEW OF PICS  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REAL-TIME COMMUNICATION 

Provides users with real-time information 

on precursor and equipment incidents 

worldwide at no charge to Governments 

 

 

 

INFORMATION 
SHARING 

Allows the sharing 

of information 

such as type of 

equipment, sourcing, 

photographs and 

shipping and other 

documents that can 

be useful during 

investigations 

+3,500 
PUBLISHED INCIDENTS 

including 

+50 
EQUIPMENT INCIDENTS 

INVESTIGATIONS 
 

Provides contact 

details of the 

information owner 

to facilitate direct 

contact and the 

launching of joint 

investigations 

into seizures and 

identified cases of 

diversion 

 

 

 

GOOGLE-TYPE SEARCHES 

Allows “Google”-type searches 

enabling instant access to individual 

incidents and aggregated statistics 
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Precursors Incident 
Communication 
System (PICS) 

 
What is it? 
Online tool for intelligence sharing 

(software) 

 
Who is it for? 
Regulatory and law enforcement 

authorities, involved in effecting seizures 

or investigating diversion of chemicals and 

equipment essential for drug manufacture 

 
When and why use it? 
PICS is the INCB’s secure online tool to 

enhance real-time communication and 

information sharing between national 

authorities on precursor and equipment 

incidents and suspicious transactions. PICS 

users have access to real-time data to assist 

with investigations of incidents and will be 

able to quickly identify emerging chemicals 

and diversion patterns. 

 
How and where to access it? 
Accessible on a secure website pics.incb. 

org for registered users. Government 

agencies that would like to be granted 

access to PICS should send an email to 

incb.pics@un.org. 

http://pics.incb.org/
http://pics.incb.org/
mailto:incb.pics@un.org

